************************* PRESS RELEASE **************************
For Immediate Circulation
 
“Many people have talked about standing up against injustice, but how many people have got on their bikes for it?” 
Peace Cyclists will ride 200 kilometres to deliver a petition calling for a suspension of the EU-Israel Association Agreement
The Peace Cycle is delighted to announce that the former Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem, His Grace The Right Reverend Riah Abu El-Assal, will be our guest and keynote speaker at a unique event taking place at the European Parliament in Brussels this month, hosted by the Green Party.

The Peace Cycle will leave from the International Courts of Justice in The Hague on 28th March, and cycle nearly 200 kilometres to the European Parliament for an official presentation to MEPs on Tuesday 31st March 2009.

The Peace Cyclists, from various backgrounds, ages, faiths and nationalities, will call for the EU to suspend its Association Agreement with Israel, a contract which allows Israel privileged trading terms with EU countries conditional upon respect for human rights.

Over the past five years, Peace Cyclists have witnessed widespread abuses of human rights by the Israeli forces in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, and believe that Israel is in serious breach of the terms of the Association Agreement, which should therefore be suspended with immediate effect.  Peace Cyclists will present the Parliamentarians with eye-witness statements and a film of their experiences in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and Israel, and will ask MEPs to visit the region to witness the issues for themselves, to make informed and unbiased judgments on the situation, and to lobby their Commissioner so that no new Action Plan is passed.

The event will also include the formal presentation of a petition containing thousands of signatures by EU citizens outraged at Israel’s defiance of human rights and International Law. The petition can be viewed and signed at: http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/Suspend-EU-Israel-Trade-Agreement
The Peace Cycle is a British non-profit and voluntary organization that has twice cycled over 2000km from London to Jerusalem and has also organised rides from Amman to Jerusalem. The Peace Cycle aims to ‘End the cycle of violence and promote a cycle for peace’ in the Middle East. 

 

PEACE CYCLISTS CAN BE INTERVIEWED AT:
09:00 – 10:00 Saturday 28th March, Send-off from the International Courts of Justice, The Hague. Cyclists will meet in front of the International Courts of Justice to start their journey with a reception and send-off supported by the Nederlands Palestina Komitee.

11:00 – 12:30 Tuesday 31st March, Place de Luxembourg, Brussels.  Peace Cyclists will assemble here before entering the European Parliament to give a presentation to MEPs, including the delivery of the petition.  Music will be staged and supported by the Association Belgo-Palestinien and the Via-Vélo Palestine-Palestina.

11:00 or 11:30 (time to be confirmed) Tuesday 31st March, European Parliament, Brussels.  A press conference will be held in the European Parliament.  Panelists include former Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem Bishop Riah Abu El-Assal, Peace Cycle Directors and Peace Cyclists. [If you want to check the time for this or require access to the European Parliament, contact The Peace Cycle on +44(0)7813 165 139.]

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
For further information, the Peace Cycle can be contacted via email at thepeacecycle@aol.com  or via phone at +44(0)794 1056616    or see the website: www.thepeacecycle.com

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Peace Cycle is a British non-profit and voluntary organisation that has twice cycled from London to Jerusalem and has also organised rides from Amman to Jerusalem.  
Get on Your Bike and Join Us!
Sign our Petition to suspend the EU-Israel Association Agreement:
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/Suspend-EU-Israel-Trade-Agreement
This will be delivered to the European Parliament in Brussels on 31st March 2009
